BALTIMORE CITY--COMMISSION FOR HISTORICAL AND ARCHITECTURAL PRESERVATION

CDBG SURVEY YEAR: 13 SURVEY NO.: B-1764
AREA: Mount Vernon Historic District MAGI NO.: 0417647711

ADDRESS: 1030 North Charles Street
CURRENT NAME: Hynson, Westcott, & Dunning Pharmaceutical Laboratories

BLOCK: 505 LOT: LOT SIZE:
HEIGHT: Three stories MATERIALS: Stone, brick
CONDITION: Good OWNER:

ADDRESS:
USE: ACCESSIBLE: Yes; restricted
DESIGNATION: LIBER/FOLIO:

HISTORIC NAME: Hynson, Westcott, & Dunning Pharmaceutical Laboratories
DATE: 1922; 1928; 1942

ARCHITECT/BUILDER: Howard Sill/Hicks, Tase & Norris, Inc.

STYLE (IF APPROPRIATE): Classical revival

DESCRIPTION:

The Hynson, Westcott, & Dunning Pharmaceutical Laboratories, located on the
southwest corner of Charles and Chase Streets in the Mount Vernon Historic District of
Baltimore City, is a group of four interconnected buildings forming an "L". The
Charles Street elevation of the primary building is a three-story, three bay square,
flat-roofed stone building with a rusticated first story containing a round arched
opening, with anodized aluminum sash, in each bay. Colossal pilasters with modified
Corinthian capitals after Asher Benjamin (The American Builder's Companion, plate 22,
figure 5) are set above each first-story pier and support a denticulated cornice and
flat parapet wall. The second story has a triangular pedimented window with consoles,
12 over 12 double hung sash, and wrought iron balustrades. The Chase street elevation
is similar, but two first-story openings are infilled with small rectangular windows
and the third is infilled with a rectangular door. To the west is a four-story, seven
bay by three bay stucco building, with a four-story, three bay stucco addition on the
southwest, and a two-story, four bay stucco addition to the south of this.

SIGNIFICANCE:

AREA: Health/Medicine; Architecture LEVEL: National; Local

The Hynson, Westcott, & Dunning Pharmaceutical Laboratories, in collaboration
with Johns Hopkins University, developed the process for commercially producing
Mercurochrome around 1919. The drug gradually became the most important and widely
used antiseptic of its time. The firm was begun in 1889 in a building near the corner
of Charles and Franklin Streets (see B-2098) by Drs. Henry P. Hynson and James W.
Westcott. Dr. H.A.B. Dunning became a partner in the firm in 1901. 1In 1921 this lot
was purchased, and the rowhouses, including the "old Perin property,'" were demolished
to make way for the present building. The pharmacy and general offices were in the
Indiana limestone building at the corner of Charles and Chase Streets, with a
laboratory of brick and stucco to the west along Chase Street. The building was
designed by Baltimore architect Howard Sill, who worked on the Congressional Library
in Washington, the Baltimore Courthouse, the Federal Reserve Bank Buildings in
Richmond, most of the Maryland State Sanitoriums at Sabillasville and Henryton, and
the Baltimore Museum of Art with John Russell Pope. An ell was added along Morten
Street in 1928 and extended in 1942.

SOURCES: Sanborn Map, v.2 #174; Baltimore, Mar. & Nov. 1939; The Sun: 9/18/1921,
1/19/1922, 2/1/1922, 4/1/1926, 7/24/1927, 12/16/1927, Philip K. Wilson, M.A., Medical
History.

SURVEYOR AND DATE: Kenneth M. Short, December 1987
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Hynson, WEsTcoTT AND Dunning, Charles and Chase Streets—Exterior.

Hynson, Westcott, & Dunning Pharmaceutical Laboratories B-1764
1030 North Charles Street

Mount Vernon Historic District

Power Pictorial, September 1927, p.83.




B-1764

ADDENDA

Current Name: Hynson, Westcott, & Dunning Pharmaceutical Laboratories
Address: 1030 North Charles Street

Significance:

The main pharmacy and office building, virtually a perfect cube at 50'
x 50' x 52' high, was based on plate 50 of The Works in Architecture of
Robert & James Adam, which depicts the facade of the house of Sir Watkin
Williams Wynn, Baronet, in St. James's Square, London. The Adams remarked
on this elevation that "it is not in a space of forty-six feet, which is the
whole extent of the elevation, that an architect can make a great display of
talents. Where variety and grandeur in composition cannot be obtained, we
must be satisfied with a justness of proportion and an elegance of style."

Howard Sill removed the balcony and hipped roof from the top of his
design, and simplified the cornice and some of the ornament, but otherwise
followed the Adam precedent very closely. Sill retained the rusticated
first story with arched openings, moved the door to the center for
prominence, and added round medallions. The rectangular windows inset in
the arched openings of the St. James's Square building probably provided the
inspiration for Sill's similar treatment on the north elevation. Full-story
rectangular windows with balustrades and pediments supported by consoles are
a direct quotation from the Wynn House, but where the arches into which they
are recessed are one story in the Adam design, Sill carried the recess
through two stories, incorporating the third story windows and giving them
segmental arches to match. The Corinthian pilasters were simplified by
eliminating the fluting and using a modified Corinthian capital similar to
that used by the Adam brothers on the office front of the St. James's Square
project. They noted that the office front was of Portland stone. The
choice of Indiana limestone for the pharmaceutical building is a logical
one, then, to imitate this material. That the ornamental details of the
Hynson, Westcott, & Dunning building are both simpler and more shallow than
the prototype reflects the period in which it was built, when most classical
revival architecture, like other revival architecture of the period, was
simplified. This stripped-down classicism was, in part, an influence from
early modern architecture. It's most renowned adherent was probably John
Russell Pope, with whom Sill was to work in the late 1920's.

Sources: The Works in Architecture of Robert & James Adam, Vol. IT,
(London: Priestley and Weale, 1822; reprint ed., New York: Dover
Publications, Inc., 1980), p.15 and plates 50 and 52. Acknowledgements to
Bob Quilter of the Baltimore City Planning Department for first bringing the
Adam brothers design to my attention.

Surveyor: Kenneth M. Short, May 1988
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Hynson, Westcott, & Dunning Pharmaceutical Laboratories
1030 North Charles Street

The Works in Architecture of Robert & James Adam, Vol. II, (London:
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reprint ed., New York: Dover Publications, Inc., 1980), Plate 52
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MARYLAND HISTORICAL TRUST WORKSHEET
NOMINATION FORM y
for the B‘!jé

NATIONAL REGISTER OF HISTORIC PLACES, NATIONAL PARKS SERVICE

C OMMON

Hynson, Westcott, and Dunning Building

ANMD/OR HISTORIC:

[2. LOCATION
ESTREET AND NUMBER:
1030 N. Charles S&t.

CITY OR TOWN:

Baltimore
STATE COUNTY:
Maryland
CLASSIF
CATEGORY ACCESSIBLE
w STATUS -
(Check One) KMHERge v TO THE PUBLIC
[} District @ Building [ Public Public Acquisition: E) Occupied Yes:
[ Site ] Structure ﬂ Private [ In Process [] Unoccupied K1 Restricted
] Object [ Beth [] Being Considered [ Preservation work O QM¢|hic!nd
in progress O Ne
PRESENT USE (Check One or More as Appropriate)
[(] Agricultural ] Government [0 Park [ Transportation [J Comments
Commercial [ Industrial [ Private Residence [[] Other (Specity)
[] Educational [ Military [] Religious
[C] Entertainment [J Museum B Scientific

oo

JF PROPE
S N AME:

Hynson, Westcott and Dunning, Inc.
STREET AND NUMBER:

1030 N, Charles St.

CiITY OR TOWN:

COURTHOUSE, REGISTRY OF DEEDS, ETC:

Reccrds Office, Room 601

STREET AND NUMBER:

Ealtimore (it Courthouse
CITY OR TOWN: STATE
Balti ore Maryland P 1202
Title Reference JIFC 1537-<0

City of Baltimore Neighberhood Survey

DATE OF SURVEY: [] Federal [ State [ County X] Local
DEPOSITORY FOR SURVEY RECORDS:

Commission for Historical and Architecturzl Preservation
STREET AND NUMBER:

Room 900, 26 S. Calvert Street

CITY OR TOWN: STATE:

Baltimore Maryland 21202

O O TG



B-176y

(Check One)

COHBTTION X)) Excellent D_Good [ Fair [(] Deteriorated [J Ruins [ -Unexposed
(Check One) (Check One)
K] Altered [ Uncltered [J Moved X7 Original Site

DESCRIBE THE PRESENT 2 4D ORIGINAL (if known) PHYSICAL APPEARANCE

This proportionately-sczled, flat-roofed building is loceted on the
ccrner of Charles and Chase Streets; it is three stories high, three
bays wide along each faczde, and fashioned in store.

The ground floor along Charles street, of smooth rusticated stone
blocks, is spanned by three large esrches. Each is completely filled

by a rectangular window (divided into five lightst b; vertical mullions)
topped by a fanlight; a marble foundation connects sill to ground.

Each pier (featuring a medallion at arch height) meets the ground with

2 single-peice stone base. The rectangulzr door, with flat trensom,
opens from the center of the central arch, and is aprreached by

three marble steps.

A string course separate the ground floor rfom the smooth stone urper
floors. Two story Corinthian pilasters rise above each pier, znd
within each bay is a two story, elongeted recessed arch. These re-
cessments hcuse double-hung (9/9 lights) rectangular windows with flat
stone rosetted lintels capped by bracketed pediments on the second
floor. Bowed wrought-iron rails come forward from each window.

33§

A string course, interrupted by the pilasters, separates the seccnd
story windows from those of the third story; the iatter are smaller,
arched courled casement windows (12 lights to a side), framed by the
crown of the aformentioned recessed arch,

An unadorned frieze, dentilled stone cornice and flat parapet top
the facade.

The Chase St. facade is similar to that along Charles St., with the
exception of the ground floor. Here, the right twec arches are filled
by smocth stone, each punctuated by a double-hung (6/6 lights) win-
dow surrounded by a recessed stone frame. The left bzy contains a
single rectangular door surrounded by wood framing.

SNOITLONY¥LSNI




JCTIONS

INST.

SEE

PERIOD (Check One or More as Appropriate)
[] Pre-Columbian (] 16th Century D 18th Century ﬂ 20th Century
[] 15th Century [ 17th Century [ 19th Century

SPECIFIC DATEIS) (If Applicable and Known)

AREAS OF SIGNIFICANCE (Check One or More as Appropriate)

Abor iginal [] Education ] Political [ Urben Planning
[ Prehistoric [ Engineering [C] Religion/Phi. [0 Other (specity)
[J Histeric [ Industry losophy

[ Agriculture ] Invention [] Science

) Architecture [] Landscape [ Seculpture

O Art Architecture [J Social/Human-

[0 Commerce [] Literature itarian

[0 Communications ] Military [ Theater

[ Conservation [ Music [C] Transportation

STATEMENT OF SIGNIFICANCE

This early 20th century bdlding is important for several reascns.

It is a fine example of Georgian Revival architecture whose

flat, delicate detailing is reminiscent of the :nglish Regency.
Thescale and traditional style are sympathetic to the 19th century
buildings of the area, while its presence defines the corner of

a block badly eroded by parking lots. Finelly, the unobtrusive
remodeling of the first floor facade demonstrates that moderniza-
tion need not be as destructive as it so often is to older buildings.

6 1764
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LATITUDE AND LONGITUDE COORDINATES LATITUDE AND LONGITUDE COORDINATES -
DEFINING A RECTANGLE LOCATING THE PROPERTY 0 DEFINING THE CENTER POINT OF A PROPERTY
R OF LESS THAN TEN ACRES
CORMNER LATITUDE LONGITUDE LATITUDE LONGITUDE
Degrees Minutes Seconds | Degrees Minutes Seconds Degrees Minutes Seconds | Degrees Minutes Seconds
NW o . - (-] " L] o 0 - o " -
NE -] . - o ] L
SE s o ) L] o ’ -
SW o L] " o ] -
APPROXIMATE ACREAGE OF NOMINATED PROPERTY: gt o 150' "
‘Acreage Justification: m
i m
|
=z
w
-4
A
c
(@]
-4
I o
=z
v

NAME AND TITLE:
Paul Sussman and Marsha Rozansky, Planni:g Assistznts

ORGANIZATION DATE

Commission for Hist., and Arch. Preservation 10/75

STREET AND NUMBER:

Room 9GO, 26 S. Calvert St,

CITY OR TOWN: STATE

_ Baltimore Marvland 21202
gﬁEState Liaison Officer Review: (Office Use Only)

Significance of this property is:
National [] State [] Local [

Signature
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Hynson, Westcott, and Dunning Building (Hynson, Westcott, & Dunning Pharmaceutical
Laboratories)

1030 N. Charles Street, Baltimore
Baltimore City iMap image, 2006
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Hunson, Westcott, and Dunning Building
1030 N. Charles Street

Block 0505, Lot 011

Baltimore City

Baltimore East Quad.
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